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", By JOSEPH G. O'KEEFE :
' ‘Such - spy missions, using,
cameras of extraordinary

- range, went on for about four,
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‘o_PERA'moN OVERFLIGHT. .
By Francis Gary Powers .

‘with Curt Gentry. Holt," airman’s fa-,

: years, with the Russians evi-. . : Pt :
.| Rinehart and Winston. 875 .ﬁcntly aware of them, but ropairman in Pound, Va., initi- -
 '. mes- ?6'95- . powerless,to act, the airman. . ated the move WhiCh led to the- )

P ontends. But it was not until: . exchange of Col. Rudolf Abel, :

| . .
., A decade ago, the sudden 5 fow days before the planned:
. exposure of the U-2 spy-'. summit season that.a trip all
‘in-the-sky operation shattered < ’the way across Russia was or-
a lull in the cold war and dered. Powers. was given the
'spilled an astonishing array of .assignment.
" espionage secrets before the . e had penctrated into' Rus-
g |wor1d_. ‘ - " sla for about four hours, main-
. In the years since, Francis . ‘taining radio silence, <when:
- "Gary Powers, the pilot around ' disaster struck. - -
7" whom most of the internation- | “Th¢re was & dull thump,:
. val controversy swirled, has asr-. the aircraft jerked. forward
 sessed his experiences and * and a tremendous orange flash ¢
~eoncluded that he was clected - lit the cockpit and the, sky,™:

the Soyict master spy, inre-:

turn for young Powers and an-

other American. - .. PO
. Back home, Powers was de-'.
.. briefed by the CIA in a series |
- of extensive interviews. He"
-« was. ‘questioned at length by .
~: Judge E. Barrett Prettyman .
.and passed a lie detector test,
~Certain - insights concerning, ;
“{he - Russlans which he offered - . T i
.:the¢ agency were ignored, thev;,-_'_,r-"'f_'k-,FfRANCIB_,_IK’,QWEBS‘;

)

A , “ flier says. ) ) _ LT
. - 'scapegoat of the tangled spy his story says, . .+ Outside the agency, Powers’, @« dy .0 2 w22 .
_mission hy acclamation. ;" . 'The pilot chuted safely.and; 'conduct in captivity was wide-. - - Lo
+» Powers presents his obser-: swas quickly captured. Partsof : 1y crilicized. Many expressed & v A 2.0 N T
" tyations here in volume that« the 'apparcntly fragile planc’ .the opinion: he ‘had becn:cowa; A*‘ZL o3 -

s ofrcr{v; some pereeptive judg- survived the 13-mile plunge. cardly, . b c"' !

*  ments on diplomatic and intcl-. -and the Russians scized maps | Ultimately, the CIA issued
ligence skirmishing in high ; ~and {ilm. Powers theorized he ;' an 11-page statement uphold-
.. -US. povernment cchelons.  had been' the vietim . of p-,J; "ing their pilot's actions under;
. ’Since the airman was at the: ‘near-miss hy a Soviet missile.j 'stress. Certain parts of this, as
gvortex. of these dramatici He had received ‘no agency “interpreted by Powers, were,
.7 'events, it seems reasonable to: ‘briéfing on what to do in event ! intended to get the agency ofl;"-‘ EEERE R
. raccept the validity of his ap-;:.";of capture. .- - thehook, - E R

° |praisals, even though -exs: "~ “You may as well tell évery-+ .- Powers related his story ata; -
pressed in the words of Curt’, thing)"* an intelligence officer:. public . session of the Sc;mat(;j \/

" |Gentry, a freelance writer. o, said, “‘because they're go';ng i Armed* Services Committee,:
11t didmt lie within the capa- , - t0 getit anyway.” .o ft LS but, a_ scheduled appointment .

- _bility of every little ol’ Virgin-, - But in his subsequent integ- -with "President. Kennedy was' -
- %ia boy to scuttle a scheduled! Togation, trial and imprison-. :eancelled without explanation.’
summit conference between ment,, Powers gave frank an-; Things never went s0 well -’
- Ppresident Eisenhower and Ni-: ' swers only ‘when it appeared : -with the flier, as he had hoped.*

‘ “kita Khrushchev. But Powcrs they could be checked out. In: *Although he contended a writ- -
- ‘achieved this on May 1, 1960, .othér areas. he was more.de,-'i ‘ten pledge -existed that het *
. wwhen his spy plane was shot: .vious, © .- -] could return to the Air Force.:

- down mear Sverdlovsk, about ' Ie falsified the U2's' maxi-, “and receive credit for the time -

7" 1,300 miles inside the Russian: . Mum . altitude, which . was’ spent in Operation Overflight, .-

“border.. The event plunged the . .much greater than 68,000 fect:; ‘the Air Force reneged on the,
He feigned .ignorance’ of thet ‘deal. He then joined Lockheed:

imilot into a grim personal or-; Hie Ici r of e
‘deal and touched off franmtic: _sophisticated equipment, “con- Aircraft as an engineer test, ° . .

1

‘backstage mancuvering in the " tending he _merely flicked, "pilot, - - - Y
entral Intelligence Agency.. switches: He identified CIA of- " When the CIA awarded the' . /..
Powers took his first stop. _ficials only by their “qover" " Intelligence Star to several pi.i
into the shadowy world of espi- Dnames. Dy these tactics he! lots in Operation Overflight,} .

“onage in 1952 when he left the
,Air Force as a first licutenant’
and signed a CIA contract to:
man Operation Overflight at,
'$2,500 a month. Ile and other-

*+ hoped his. agency would geti Towers .was bypassed. Aftera: .-
- the message. =7 Ty .star was belatedly bestowed
But events at home werenot : .on him it was dated for serv~
. assuring to the American after i - ices boforehis Russian expedis=:
" he hadireceived a 10-ycar pris-: tion. : ce Coy
~¢ivilian pilots were to reconno-i -~ on sqntgnce,-The first cautious ' ~ Besides -Feconpoitering Rus-;
Jiter Soviet borders and Soviet » admission was: that the U-2y. sia, Powers discloses the U2
sterritory in the .new U-2, a; - was -a lost _weather plane.”,.proved its merits at many oth.I“ :
<. . plane ahle to fly higher than; - However, Eiscnhower’s ac<' er trouble -spots. Under this, .
¢ cany other ‘model. The assump- ..ceptance of the responsibility |  all-seeing "eye, scarcely any.l o
tion was that it could fly above;™ ended further subterfuge. ', | hostile major military devel-

.- the range of Soviet radar. .0 -
"' = 7The U-2s were equipped

“*ejection scats and destruct de-!
.vices that could be set off by
- 'the pilot to destroy sophisticat~
- ved instrumeniis. such as cam-

3 l

leras or radios, Powers 8ays.
;The fliers were also given cya-,
nide tablets for their, optional.

o

with: |
V.£.35,000 feet rather than.63,000.: - might enjoy speculating on’

Later,” American newspaper.: . opment - could remain hidden:‘ N
articles appeared saying that ' :long. = o PR

the spy plane had been hit at! * Imag

inative historians =~

Powers inferred this to mean, what course the summit talks{ .,
that someone in government.  ‘rnight have followed had they: .. - .
had sized up. Russian missiles:  taken place as planned. Eisen=j ¢
:as effective only_ up to 35,000 “hower knew a great deal about] ..
fect, -and was now tryin tol. Soviet military. potential, and
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